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. The form-meaning mismatch lll. Results and discussion

" Serial verb constructions (SVCs): multiple VPs in one
clause without linking elements.

(1) HELP, SUPPORT, [German Sign Language, DGS]
‘It helps and supports them.’

"  Sometimes only one verb in an SVC expresses an event,
with the others being redundant (a 1:0 mismatch).

(2) nan vatil  turannu tar-am [Malayalam]
|  door open give-POT
‘I will open the door for you.’

"  Verbs in SVCs follow similar linear orders, regardless of
whether the language is head-initial or -final.

" Previous claim: this is evidence of universality in the
underlying head-directionality of syntactic phrases [1].

" Single-event structures may be the same structures as
multi-event  SVCs (VPs which trigger pragmatic
inferences), or different ones (e.g. defective VPs which do
not express events)

=  SVCs use different concatenation principles [3] across

languages: adjunction (Malayalam, 4), complementation
(Gungbe, 5) [4], and coordination (DGS, 6).
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Il. Methodology and hypotheses

" Methods:
" Corpus research on DGS: Hamburg Korpus [2]
" Acceptability judgements with Malayalam native speakers

V. Consequences and follow-up questions

= Similar patterns in linear order and single-event readingsin | ® VPs in SVCs have various syntactic-semantic relationships;

SVCs is hypothesized to not be due to a uniform syntactic languages do not converge on one of these.

structure. " Single-event SVCs spell out independently existing
" SVC conventionalization is common because (i) no linking structures in the relevant languages.

elements need to be reanalyzed and (ii) the " Non-syntactic factors trigger redundancies, but syntax

conventionalized structure is already syntactically available. supports them — is this attested in other phenomena?
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